
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL roAR!)

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO: 88-174

REQUIRING STAUFFER CHEMICAL COMPANY, MARrINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, TO
CEASE AND DESIST DISCHARGING WASTE IN VIOLATION OF WASTE DISCHARGE
REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED IN ORDER NO. 88-080 AND THREATENING TO DISCHARGE
WASTE IN VIOLATION OF THE TOXICS PITS CLEANUP ACT OF 1984, AND ESTABLISHING

A TIME SCHEOOLE FOR COMPLIANCE.

'Ihe california Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (herein after called the Board) finds that:

1. Stauffer Chemical Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of Rhone-Poulenc
Incorporated (herein after called the discharger) mamrrectures various
grades of sulfuric acid from elemental sulfur, and by regeneration of
spent sulfuric acid from area chemical complexes. 'Ihe plant site is
located adjacent to the Carquinez straits illImediately east of the south
ramp of the Benicia bridge, at the end of Mococo Road in Martinez,
Contra Costa county. A location map is included in Attachment A.

2. Stauffer is located on the site of a former sulfur recovery and copper
smeltingjextraction operation. Waste product.s from this operation
consisting of cinders and slag were stored on site in two large and
several smaller piles. After purchase of the property by Stauffer,
waste material was removed from the site to the depth of the water
table. However, large quantities of the waste sank into and remain in
the soft sediments underlying the facility.

3. Thto solar evaporation ponds have been used in the past to store
extracted low pH groundwater containing metals leached from the cinders
and slag wastes, Order No. 71-21. Currently extracted ground water is
not routed to the ponds but rather to a Plant Effluent Purification
(PEP) plant for treatment and discharge through the surge and settling
ponds to Peyton Slough, pursuant to NPDES permit No. CA0006165, Order
No. 85-44. Large quantities of metal bearing slUdges and low pH waters
remain in the ponds.

4. 'Ihe solar evaporation ponds are subject to the Toxic pits Cleanup Act
(TPCA) because they contain hazardous wastes and free 1iquids.
'Ihe ponds are not within one-half mile of a potential drinking water
source. TPCA requires that such ponds not be used for storage of
hazardous wastes containing free liquids after January 1, 1989. 'Ihe
discharger will not meet the January 1, 1989 deadline due to the time
needed to implement its closure plan for the ponds.

5. 'Ihe discharger has submitted a closure plan to clean close the solar
evaporation ponds by removal of all hazardous wastes. Sludges from the
ponds will be resolublized using a combination of rain water,
murric.lpaL water and untreated PEP plant effluent. 'Ihe resolublized
slUdges will then be pumped to the PEP plant for recovery of zinc and
iron. Remaining residual pond sludge, solids and contaminated soil
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